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GS1 US Applauds New Produce-Traceability Initiative
e Plan Will Improve Supply-Chain Efficiency, Narrow Recall Impacts

LAWRENCEVILLE, N.J. — October 23, 2008 -- Food retailers, packers, shippers and
distributors deploying a new plan to improve the traceability of fresh produce across
North America were praised today by GS1 US, a not-for-profit standards organization.

“These businesses have created a solution that will not only improve their operations,
but also will give public officials faster insight and greater visibility into the produce
supply chain,” said Miguel Lopera, chief executive officer of GS1 US.

Developed by the Produce Traceability Initiative’s (PTI) chain-wide steering committee,
the plan was detailed in a recent joint announcement from Produce Marketing
Association (PMA), United Fresh Produce Association (United Fresh) and Canadian
Produce Marketing Association (CPMA).

Thirty-four company members of the steering committee — including some of North
America’s largest supermarket chains and retail and foodservice distributors — have
endorsed the PTI plan, and other companies continue to sign on.

Development of the plan began in late 2007; it will move the produce supply chain to a
common standard for product identification and enable produce traceability by no later
than the end of 2012, with many companies implementing it sooner.

It allows any product to be tracked throughout the distribution chain, making traceability
more timely and efficient, improving the industry’s ability to narrow the impact of
potential recalls or other problems.

A key strength of the plan is its incorporation of the companies’ current internal
traceability systems using GS1 standards, including the Global Trade Item Number®, to
help achieve traceability by all participating entities.
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“It is remarkable that this initiative has achieved these results in such a short period of
time,” Lopera said. “| commend the parties on their tremendous effort on such an
important issue. We at GS1 US and our global colleagues will do everything we can to
support these forward-looking companies and associations.”

For the complete PTI announcement, please visit
http://www.pma.com/pr/view pr_spec.cfm?id=494

About GS1 US™

GS1 US is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the adoption and implementation of
standards-based, global supply chain solutions. GS1 US operates wholly owned
subsidiaries EPCglobal US™, RosettaNet, and 1ISYNC™, and manages the United
Nations Standard Products and Services Code® (UNSPSC®) for the UN Development
Programme. GS1 US-based solutions, including business processes, XML standards,
EDI transaction sets, and the bar code identification standards of the GS1 System
(formerly known as the EAN.UCC System) are currently used by more than 1 million
companies worldwide. www.GS1US.orqg.
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