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NEWS RELEASE — FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
After One Year, GS1 Healthcare US Gains Wide Support in Healthcare Sector

LAWRENCEVILLE, N.J. (May 13, 2009) — One year after its launch, the GS1
Healthcare US™ industry group has gained members from hospitals, associations,
group purchasing organizations and suppliers that, in aggregate, reach almost 90
percent of all U.S. hospitals, the organization said today.

GS1 Healthcare US members have established five active workgroups to address
supply chain issues as they seek to improve patient safety and supply-chain efficiency
in U.S. healthcare through the adoption and implementation of GS1 global data

standards.

The members are currently working on two primary goals with “sunrise dates” for wide
adoption: Implement GS1’s Global Location Number (GLN) standard for location
identification by 2010, and its Global Trade Item Number® (GTIN®) standard for product
identification by 2012. These two standards, when accessible through the standards-
based GS1 Global Data Synchronization Network® (GDSN®), constitute the foundation
of a robust supply chain.

Currently, many disparate systems exist in healthcare for identifying locations and
products, leading to enormous inefficiencies. Standards advocacy groups selected GS1
data standards to solve this problem and were working independently to gain industry
adoption. Consequently, this led GS1 US, a not-for-profit organization, to form GS1
Healthcare US in 2008 to help the industry drive supply-chain improvements in the U.S.
healthcare system. The community response, as evidenced by membership
participation in one year, has been very positive.



“Through their commitment and participation, our member companies are forging a
dramatically stronger foundation for the U.S. healthcare supply chain,” said Dennis
Harrison, president of GS1 Healthcare US. “They are bringing to healthcare the same
standards that have saved consumers billions of dollars in retail. And in healthcare,

these standards can improve patient safety as well.

“While we are off to a powerful start, we need more providers and suppliers to commit to
data standards — the greatest benefits will occur when everyone is participating,”
continued Harrison. “GS1 Healthcare US is committed to working with all supply-chain
participants to reach higher levels of performance that will benefit all, especially
patients.”

The members of GS1 Healthcare US accomplished the following in its first year:

e Merged the Healthcare Supply Chain Standards Coalition (HSCSC) workgroups,
a collaborative of healthcare leaders that publicly endorsed the use of GLN,
GTIN and GDSN, with the GS1 Healthcare US workgroups to combine efforts to
promote adoption;

e Created healthcare-provider “how-to guides” for implementing GS1 standards in
hospitals;

e Participated in the global GDSN Healthcare pilot, which demonstrated global
interoperability between supply chain partners;

e Submitted numerous community responses to the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration regarding unique identifiers for medical devices and traceability for
prescription drugs;

e Provided research and educational materials to regulators on the use of GS1
standards and how they can support federal and state pedigree laws; and

e Provided training programs and developed a video to promote the U.S.

healthcare initiatives.



About GS1 Healthcare US™

GS1 Healthcare US is an industry group that focuses on driving the adoption and
implementation of GS1 standards in the healthcare industry to improve patient safety
and supply chain efficiency. GS1 Healthcare US brings together members from all
segments of the healthcare industry to address the supply-chain issues that most
impact healthcare in the United States. www.gs1us.org/healthcare

About GS1 US®

GS1 US is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the adoption and implementation of
standards-based, global supply-chain solutions. More than 200,000 businesses in 25
industries rely on GS1 US for trading-partner collaboration and for maximizing the cost
effectiveness, speed, visibility, and traceability of their goods moving around the world.
They achieve these benefits through GS1 US solutions based on GS1 global unique-
numbering and identification systems, bar codes, Electronic Product Code-based RFID,
data synchronization, and electronic information exchange. GS1 US operates the
subsidiaries and brands 1SYNC™; BarCodes and eCom™; EPCglobal US™; GS1
Healthcare US; and RosettaNet. It also manages the United Nations Standard Products
and Services Code (UNSPSC®) for the UNDP. www.GS1US.org
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