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RFID Adoption Gets Easier as EPCglobal US Introduces New Services
and Reduces Subscription Fees

« Implementation-Readiness and Advisory Services Lead Companies to Improved Return on
Investment

< New Subscription Model is Response to Economic Downturn

« Manufacturer Conair Enjoys Benefits of EPC Technology and Expertise

Orlando, Fla. (April 27, 2009) — Manufacturers, retailers and other businesses considering the
adoption of radio-frequency-identification (RFID) solutions now have an easier path forward, with
implementation-readiness and advisory services announced today by EPCglobal US at the RFID
Journal LIVE! conference.

The not-for-profit organization also announced a new pricing structure with reduced subscription
fees, which will further help companies adopt RFID solutions based on the Electronic Product
Code (EPC) standard.

“We're lowering the barriers to EPC-based RFID adoption today,” said John Seaner, Vice
President and General Manager of EPCglobal US. “Many companies have proven that
EPC-enabled RFID delivers significant benefits to the top line, with demonstrable return on
investment. For the companies that want to do it but haven't been able to get started, we just
made it a lot easier.”

The advisory services include on-site visits from EPCglobal US experts in one- or twoday visits,
allowing for customized sessions using the EPCglobal US Adoption Roadmap as a platform for
understanding the technology and how to maximize its benefits in unique environments.
Effective for either a simple compliance application or a full-scale enterprise deployment, the
services can complement work that a business is doing with solution providers, ensuring that
standards and best practices are followed.

The readiness-assessment service is a two-day on-site engagement. On the first day, EPCglobal
US experts gauge the readiness of a company’s facility and operations for tagging sellable units,
cases and pallets. On day two, they assess the company’s ability to comply with standards and
use information systems and processes that will allow for integration with trading partners.



Conair Sees the “Four Walls” and Beyond

Although many of the highest-profile EPC-enabled RFID deployments have been retailoriented
and transactional among trading partners, the fastest adopters currently are manufacturers
improving supply-chain operations with enhanced visibility of assets within their own properties —
so-called “four-walls” applications.

One such company is Conair, a developer, manufacturer and marketer of health and beauty
products and kitchen and electronic appliances, including the Cuisinart® and Waring® brands.
Conair attaches EPC-enabled RFID tags to its items and pallets in its factory in China. This
allows the company to track the products as they make their way through the factory and into
shipping containers, which are secured with special EPCenabled RFID bolt-container seals that
allow for faster passage through customs.

Iltem-level tags being read on conveyor belts inside Conair have automated the sorting process,
compressing work that used to take three shifts to less than one shift to complete, decreasing
labor costs significantly. The gains Conair has seen have spurred them to create a separate
entity, United Security Applications 1D, focused exclusively on the development of supply-chain
and security applications using EPC-based RFID standards and technology.

“EPC-enabled RFID is key to our ability to improve our four-walls visibility as well as our
transactions with major retailers, and EPCglobal US has been there for us every step of the
way,” said Conair Senior Vice President John Mayorek.

“We have tapped into their expertise to get a world of information and advice,” he continued.
“They get us answers we need, connect us with resources and data that have really informed our
development, and provide us with insight into the larger world of RFID we simply wouldn’t have
without them. The relationship, their expertise and experience, has really been invaluable to us.”

New EPCglobal US Subscription Model

The new EPCglobal US membership structure provides a stable year-in, year-out fee, replacing
a structure with a much larger first-year “initiation” investment. Specific annual fees are based on
subscriber size, starting at $300 for a company with less than $100,000 in annual sales volume.

“This better mirrors other subscription models and addresses the fiscal constraints that many
companies are under,” Seaner said.

A comprehensive listing of EPCglobal US subscription benefits is available at
www.EPCglobalUS.org



About EPCglobal US

EPCglobal US, a subsidiary of GS1 US, supports the adoption and implementation of radio
frequency identification (RFID) and the Electronic Product Code (EPC) in order to provide
organizations with real-time, accurate information of products in the supply chain and assets with
enterprises. The end result helps organizations be more efficient, flexible, and responsive to
customer needs. EPCglobal US leverages the GS1 System of standards - the most widely used
supply chain standards system in the world. To learn more, visit www.EPCglobalUS.org
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